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Honorable Ted Stevens
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Stevens:

This is in reply to your letter of February 23, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of your constituent, Michael Salazar, regarding the Notice of Proposed
Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice, however, are engraved in stone. Indeed,
the proposals represent our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. I have enclosed for your
information a copy of that part of the Notice that describes the numerous
proposals, plus a discussion paper released March 1, 1993. Questions 8 and 16
of the discussion paper specifically address the issues your constituent is
concerned about. In sum, the proposed rules would not make any equipment
obsolete in this century, plus the final rules will take the special needs of
rural users into account.

We are sensitive to the need of users of private land mobile radio spectrum
and the impact that these proposals may have on their radio systems, including
the costs of required modifications. Your constituent's letter will be
included in the record of the proceeding and will be fully evaluated when we
develop final rules in this proceeding.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. We expect final
rules to be issued in 1994.

~~~~
Richard J. Shiben
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
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February 23, 1993

,

Linda Townsend Solheim
Director, Office of Legislative Affairs
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 808
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Solheim:

Enclosed is a copy of a letter from Michael Salazar regarding
the potential effect of the Federal Communication Commission's
proposal to revise the private land mobile radio services (PR
Docket #92-235) on Southeast Alaska.

I hope that the FCC will take the points raised by Mr. Salazar
into account when reviewing the public comments on PR Docket
#92-235. In addition, I would appreciate receiving a response to
Mr. Salazar's specific concerns.

With best wishes,

Cordially,

~~.,..
TED STEVENS
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Honorable Ted Stevens
Unites States Senate
Washington, DC 20515-0201

Reference: FCC Docket 92-235

Dear Senator Stevens,

The proposed FCC docket 92-235 wiII have a severe negative effect on our present VHF FM radio system in Southeast
Alaska.

This rule will reduce the effective range ofour communication. This will cost us hard earned dollars to meet the new
technical requirements and will lessen the reliability of the radios that we depend on for flight safety, weather reporting, emergency
communication and the protection of life and property.

Due to the vast distances that we must cover with our radio systems, the proposed FCC docket 92-235 is clearly not
adaptable to Southeast Alaska. Alaska should be exempt from having to adopt this rule. If it is absolutely necessary that Alaska
adopt this rule, Alaska should have an extended time frame for compliance that is well beyond the 1996 deadline.

At the present time, our company is operating radios in thirty communities, s~-teen aircraft and five full time offices. We
also maintain one repeater site. At an average installed cost of $2000 per radio, plus the repeater site installation cost of$15,000.,
the overall expense to our company will be over $100,000.

FCC docket 92-235 will make our radio equipment obsolete in a very short time and we will have nothinglo replace it with.
It will become necessary to install many more repeater sites with lower output to cover the same distance that our p;esent repeater
covers. Each repeater site costs an average of $500 per month for fuel and maintenance. These repeater sites are maintained with
helicopters as there is no road access. This is an additional excessive expense burdeu to area commercial air carriers.

The proposed FCC docket 92-235 will add tremendous unnecessary expense to the operation of every commercial air carrier
and logging operation radio system in Southeast Alaska.

~~/
President

MBS/ls

cc: Representative Don Young
Senator Frank Murkowski
Forest Industries TelcconmlUnications
Alaska Loggers Association
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